Jessica Framme 

Miles Jones Elementary

Grades 3 and 4

Unit 1:  Inspirational Fence

Lesson 1: Inspiration

Concept:
Ideas for art come from what we know and what we have experienced.

VA Art SOL 3.17:  The student will identify how works of art reflect times, places and cultures.

VA Art SOL 3.23:  The student will express informed judgments about works of art

VA Art SOL 4.1:  The student will research and generate ideas for creating works of art, using discussion.

National Content Standard #3 (K-4) Visual Arts:  Choosing and evaluating a range of subject matters, symbols, and ideas

VA English SOL 3.1:  The student will use effective communication skills in group activities.


a) Listen attentively by making eye contact, facing the speaker, asking questions, and summarizing what is said.


b) Ask and respond to questions from teachers and other group members. 


c) Explain what has been learned.

1.  
Richmond Public Schools Snapshot

“From where do your ideas to create art come?  How do you decide what to draw a picture of?  Where do artists get their ideas?  An idea comes from inspiration.  Throughout the year in Art Class, you will be using inspiration to come up with an idea for your artwork.  What is inspiration?”  Students will participate in a discussion on inspiration and creativity…

2.
Lesson Objectives

The student will be able to define creativity and discuss its influences.

The student will be able to represent an abstract idea with images and symbols

The student will discuss with the class why they chose the images that they did to represent their personal inspirations.

3. 
Instructional Focus

This lesson will introduce students to the idea of Inspiration and what influences each individual’s inspiration in their art making.  Students will analyze paintings as a class discussion then record, in words, their personal inspirations.  The students will they draw symbols to represent each of these words

4.
Class Discussion

“How does an artist come up with an idea?  What provides the artist with his or her Inspiration?  What does the word ‘Inspiration’ mean?”  Allow students to give their answers, reassure that their answers are correct, and then explain that an inspiration is a burst of creativity.  A student will read the word and definition from the vocabulary poster.  “What is creativity and what does it mean to be creative?”  Allow time for student feedback, and then explain that creativity is coming up with a new idea that has not been done before or is not what you would expect.  Give an example, such as, “What do you normally eat for breakfast? Cereal, eggs, pancakes.  If you were to make a creative breakfast you would do something different than normal.  You could add food coloring to your milk and make it a different color!  You could use cookie cutters and instead of making round pancakes, you could have star or some other shaped pancakes!  These are Creative ideas.  Coming up with ideas that are not what you would expect.”  Have a student read the definition of creativity from the vocabulary poster.

Review definition of Inspiration and explain that every artist looks for inspiration when creating a work of art. Show Image #1 on Overhead:
1. William-Adolphe Bouguereau (1825-1905) – Inspiration

“What do you think the person in this picture is doing?”  After taking answers from students, explain that this is a painting of an artist looking for inspiration, waiting for the burst of creativity to come into her mind.  “Have you ever experienced this or had trouble coming up with an idea of what to draw?  Why do you think the artist painted this picture?  It is probably because the artist himself has been in that same position, waiting for a burst of creativity, waiting for an Inspiration.”

“From where do we get our inspiration?  Inspiration comes from what we know and what we are familiar with.  It comes from everything we know in our brain.  It comes from anything that you have ever seen or done!  Everyone’s influences are unique so this allows every person to have the ability to be creative.

Show Image #2 on Overhead: 

2.  Faith Ringgold, Tar Beach (Part I from the Woman on a Bridge series), 1988.
Is anyone familiar with this painting?  What do you know about it?  This is a picture from a quilt by Faith Ringgold.  What can you tell me about this picture and what do you think was Faith Ringgold’s inspiration?  Who is the little girl in the picture?  Who do you thing those people are at the table?  What are they doing?  What are they eating? Faith Ringgold has painted what she knows, her memories, pictures of things that have influence her.  She has painted what she knows and has experienced and that was her inspiration, just as your family, friends, trips, books you have read, your favorite color, anything that you have seen or done or experienced will influence and inspire your artwork!”

5. 
Process

Have students take out their sketch books and make a list of ten items that contribute to their inspirations.  This will be explained as anyone or anything that has ever had an influence or made an impact on you.  This list could include words of favorite things or hobbies.  After given time to write down inspirations, the students will then draw images and symbols to represent these ideas.

6.
Each student will explain to the class one of their inspirations and the symbol or image that they drew to represent that image.

Ask a student’s to read aloud the vocabulary words.  Remind students that throughout the year, they will be thinking about their influences to inspire their artwork creatively.  
7.
Vocabulary:


Inspiration - a burst of creativity

Creativity – coming up with a new idea or doing something in a way that is out of       the ordinary or never been done before. 

8.
Time/Pacing:


1 x 45 minute class period



Introduction and Discussion – 15 min.



Art making process – 15 min.



Child Explanations – 10 min. 



Review/Closure – 5 min. 



Dismissal

9.
Adaptation:


Some students may require paper to be taped to table to ease with tracing.  

10.
Supplies:


1 sheet 8 ½ x 14 legal computer paper.


Colored markers, enough for every child to have assorted colors available


Scissors for each child

11.
Resources:


Overhead transparencies of:



William-Adolphe Bouguereau Inspiration, 1898

Faith Ringgold Tar Beach (Part 1 from the Woman on a Bridge Series),             1988

Jessica Framme 

Miles Jones Elementary

Grades 3 and 4

Unit 1:  Inspirational Fence

Lesson 2:  Inspired hands


VA Art SOL 3.28:  The student will develop and describe personal reasons for valuing works of art


VA Art SOL 4.24:  The student will discuss how personal beliefs influence responses to works of art


National Content Standard #3 (K-4) Visual Arts:  Choosing and evaluating a range of subject matters, symbols, and ideas

VA English SOL 4.7:  The student will write effective narratives, poems, and explanations.

a) Focus on one aspect of a topic.
b) Develop a plan for writing.
c) Organize writing to convey a central idea.
d) Write several related paragraphs on the same topic.
e) Utilize elements of style, including word choice and sentence variation.
f) Write rhymed, unrhymed, and patterned poetry.

g) Use available technology

Concept:  Art is created in your mind and shown through your hands.

1.
Richmond Public Schools Snapshot

“Throughout this year we will be creating arts in our minds and then sharing our artistic thought and ideas through different media, by manipulating that media with our hands.  We will be cutting, tearing, drawing, painting, pinching, and rolling in this class, all with our hands, so that we can express ourselves and our inspirations in creative and visible ways.”

2.
Lesson Objectives

The student will demonstrate ability to transfer an idea from a sketchbook, onto a piece of art

The student will exhibit ability to write about their work and tell from where their inspirations come

3.
Instructional Focus

The students will decorate their paper arms with images and symbols of the influences that contribute to their inspirations

4.
Class Discussion

“Throughout this year we will be creating arts in our minds and then sharing our artistic thoughts and ideas through different media by manipulating that media with our hands.  We will be cutting, tearing, drawing, painting, pinching, and rolling in this class, all with our hands, so that we can express ourselves and our inspirations in creative and visible ways.

Today, we you will start by tracing your hand and forearm, all the way down to your elbow, on a piece of legal sized paper.  Once you have traced your hand with pencil, you will then begin using your sketches of your inspirations as a guide, to fill up your entire paper hand with your inspirations.  Once you have drawn everything on your arm and hand with pencil, you may trace over it with magic marker.  You will then cut your hand out with scissors.”  Class will discuss in groups their personal inspirations as they draw.

5.
Process


Class discussion and then teacher will demonstrate on board process of tracing hand and then drawing symbols of inspiration onto the drawn hand.

Show example of completed hand that teacher has decorated with his/her influences and explain.  Be sure to explain to students to draw on their hand, not around it.  Students will then make their drawings stand out with different colored markers. Students will then cut out their hand. 

6.
Homework

Students will be instructed to write at least one, grammatically correct paragraph explanation of their choices of inspiration on their Inspired Hand.
7.
Vocabulary:


Inspiration - a burst of creativity

Creativity – coming up with a new idea or doing something in a way that is out of       the ordinary or never been done before. 

8.
Time/Pacing:


1 x 45 minute class period



Introduction and Discussion – 10.



Art making process – 25.



Clean-up - 5 min. 



Review/Closure – 5 min. 



Dismissal

9.
Adaptation:


Some students may require paper to be taped to table to ease with tracing.  

10.
Supplies:


Pencils, one per child

Colored markers, enough for every child to have assorted colors available


Scissors for each child

11.
Resources:


Overhead transparencies of:



William-Adolphe Bouguereau Inspiration, 1898

Faith Ringgold Tar Beach (Part 1 from the Woman on a Bridge Series), 1988

Jessica Framme

Miles Jones Elementary

Grades 3 and 4

Unit 1:  Inspirational Fences

Lesson 3:  Fence Posts

***This lesson requires much teacher preparation work.  Before the start of this class, the teacher has a wall primed and painted for a mural.  Students hands that have been covered with symbols and that have been cut out, teacher will trace the outline of these hands onto the mural wall.  If wall is a darker color, the hands will be blocked out in white before painted in multi-cultural colors.  Teacher will trace each hand and mark in the name of student to which each hand belongs.  This process may be completed by students, if teacher so desires, but will extend the unit greatly as far as class time goes.  Another idea is to have any Art Club members to do the tracing and applying of multicultural paint to the hands after school.  This prep needs to be done before the next class meeting with students, as after the next class, the hands will not be available for tracing.***

VA Arts SOL 3.2:  The student will use various art processes and techniques to produce works of art that demonstrate craftsmanship.

VA History SOL 3.4:  The student will develop map skills by locating West Africa on a map and explaining how people of West Africa adapted to and/or changed their environment to meet their needs

VA Arts SOL 4.15:  The student will examine the roles of crafts and artisans in Colonial Virginia

National Content Standard #2: Using knowledge of structures and functions

U.S. History 4.3:  The student will demonstrate knowledge of life in a Virginia colony….

1.
Richmond Public Schools Snapshot


“What are fences?  Why are they made?  Fences bring things together and keep them secure.  They surround and protect and are made from individual pieces joined together to make a whole.”  Class discussion ensues on fences and point is made that Miles Jones Elementary is like a fence.  It is made of unique individuals that come together to form a protective environment for learning.

2.
Lesson Objectives


The student will be able to explain the purpose of a fence


The student will explain why the Miles Jones Family is like a fence


The student will demonstrate their understanding of texture using wallpaper scraps.

3.
Instructional Focus


This lesson will teach the students that they are unique individuals that contribute to a whole community.  That without their individuality and contributions, there would be a hole in the fence that is Miles Jones Elementary.  The students will know that Miles Jones is a protective and safe environment.  The students will make a collage fence behind their cut-out hands on a piece of 8 ½ by 14 inch piece of construction paper.

4.
Class Discussion


“What is a fence?  Why are they made and what purpose do they serve?  They protect, they enclose, and they keep things safe and secure.  Fences are made of many parts.  How do you think Miles Jones Elementary is like a fence?  This school is made out of many parts, many individuals.  Just like a fence is made out of individual fence posts, Miles Jones is made of many individual and unique people.  

“Lets look at some pictures of fences.”

Show 3 Overhead examples of Fences

(3rd grade looks at fence examples from Mali, 4th grade looks at fence examples from Colonial Williamsburg)

“What are these made of?  What do they feel like if you were to touch them?” Introduce to students the first vocabulary word, Texture, and have a student read the definition.  “What different textures would these fences possess?  Why do you think this fence was made from this material?”  

“Has anyone noticed in the hall way, the hands that are painted on the wall?  These are your hands, and they are being made into a fence that will stay on the wall permanently.  Each of the fence posts is made from an individual person’s hand.  Later, you will decorate your fence post hand with your inspirational symbols, just like you drew on your cut out hands.  But, today we will be making a collage.  Could someone please read the second vocabulary word and read the definition. Thank you.  In collage, things overlap. If I make a fence and I put my hand on top of the fence, or overlapping the fence, does it look like my hand is in front or behind the fence?  If I paste down my hand, then put my fence on top of the hand, does my hand look like it is in front or behind the fence?”  (Show examples of collage hands and fences done prior to class with hands both in front of the fence, or the fence behind the hand to reinforce the concept of overlap and spatial relationships on 2-dimensional surface). “I will hand back your cut out inspirational hands and you will create a collage of a fence that will include your cut out hand.  I will be giving each of you some pieces of wall paper and I would like for you to think what kind of fence you would be if you were a fence.  Would you be straight and stiff like this fence (point to example), or would you be made of twigs like this fence?  Would you be curvy or jagged?  You may refer to these examples as you make a collage fence of overlapping wall paper scraps.  Once you have finished your collage and included your hand, I will give you oil pastels to draw a background to your fence, including things you might see outside (3rd grade –things they see during the day, 4th grade, things they see at night).    

5.
Process

a) Class discussion and demonstration of collage and overlap. They will be shown to first glue their hand down.  They may put scraps of paper behind their hand to show a fence in the background, or they may put a fence going over their hand to show fence in the foreground.  They will include the hand in their fence picture. 

b) Students will each be given their hand, a glue stick and an 8 ½ by 14 piece of construction paper.  They will be instructed to glue down their hand first.  Then they will receive wallpaper scraps and told to create a textural fence in any design they wish.  

c) Oil pastels will be given to students once they finish their fence collages to cover their background and fence with things they see at day or night.

6.
Homework


If student did not finish their hand in class, then they may visit the art room after school or during lunch.  If the majority of students do not finish, another class period will be given to completing this work.

7.
Vocabulary:

Texture- how something feels, or how something looks like it feels

Collage- to combine different materials to make a whole

8.
Adaptations


Some students may need assistance cutting and gluing

9.
Time/Pacing 


1 x 45 minute class



Introduction and discussion – 15 min



Art making process – 20 min



Clean –up – 5 min



Review/Closure – 5 min



Dismissal

10.
Supplies


8 ½ x 14 in construction paper, one for each student, varying colors


Wall paper/ magazine scrapes showing or with different textures


Glue sticks, one per student


Scissors, one per student.
11. 
Resources


Visual pictures (I downloaded from internet and blew-up): at least 3 fences from Mali, and 3 fence pictures from Colonial Williamsburg.

Jessica Framme 

Miles Jones Elementary School

Grades 3 and 4

Unit 1:  Inspirational Fence

Lesson 4:  Murals

VA Art SOL 3.10:  The student will produce a work of art that communicates feelings.
VA Art SOL 3.27:  The student will determine why art has value

VA Art SOL 4.16:  The student will investigate artists and their work, using research tools and procedures

VA Art SOL 4.20:  The student will identify and investigate ways that works of art from popular culture reflect the past and influence the present.

National Visual Arts Content Standard #1 (K-4):  Understanding and applying media, techniques, and processes.

VA English SOL 4.1:  The student will use effective oral communication skills in a variety of settings.

Concept:  Murals are made for public view to communicate to a large number of people.
1.
Richmond Public Schools Snapshot

“Murals are made for public view.  They communicate ideas and opinions to a wide audience and are meant to affect people’s daily lives.  Murals are a means of mass communication.  Public spaces are beautified by these works of art.”

2.
Lesson Objectives


The student will identify why specific murals are made.


The student will work with others to create a presentation.


The student will express to the class a personal feeling about a mural.

3. 
Instructional Focus


The students will develop understanding that their inspirational hands will now be on permanent display and are meant to inspire those that view the fence to act with respect and mutual understanding that each individual at Miles Jones Elementary School is part of a whole and that each has a responsibility to contribute to the community in a safe and supportive manner.

4.
Class Discussion


“Tell me what a mural is.  Why are they made?  What purpose to murals serve?  I have created a Powerpoint presentation to share with each of you about murals.  Now that you have completed your Inspirational hands,  you will transfer your drawings onto the wall in the hall surrounding the art room.  This mural will be on display to the public to serve as a reminder that each person is a part of a whole, a part of a community and that each student at Miles Jones is a unique individual that contributes to a safe learning environment.   This mural will INSPIRE others to contribute to their community in the same manner that you contribute to Miles Jones.  

 (Share with the class the Powerpoint Presentation)

“I am going to break this class up into groups of 3 students each.  Each group will have 10 minutes to draw with permanent marker on their painted hand on the developing mural outside.  While other groups are in the hallway, your group will be given a picture of a mural and the name of the artist that painted that mural.  I will give each group resource material to analyze and discover what the inspiration was that the artist had to create the mural.  What inspired the artist to create the mural?  Your group will then give a short presentation to the class addressing the work, the artist’s name, the year in which the mural was created, and the artist’s inspiration for creating the mural.  You will have 2 class periods to do this research.  Each group will write the answers to the questions on a piece of looseleaf to turn in to me.”  

5.
Process


Power point presentation on Murals is given. 


Students are broken up into groups of 3.  Each group of 3 is assigned an image of a mural and the name of the artist that painted it.  The group must research, either by computer or book, and create a short presentation to the class on the piece.  The presentation must include :


a.) artist name

b.) date piece completed

c.) inspiration behind the mural (what purpose does it serve?  What was the artist trying to communicate?   How did the artist render his idea?

d.) Does the group enjoy the piece, why or why not?

Teacher will bring in information covering these points, so that students will be able to glean this information in an age-appropriate manner.

Teacher will give an example to class by answering all of the above questions regarding one particular work.

As research is being done, each group will take turns transferring their inspirational hand drawings onto the Inspirational Fence mural in the school hallway.  Each group will have 10 minutes to fill their hand on the fence.

Vocabulary:


Mural – painting on a wall or permanent surface, made for public view.

Time/Pacing:


3 x 45 minute classes

Day 1:



Powerpoint presentation – 10 minutes



Assignment of groups – 5 minutes



Distribution of materials – 5 minutes



Research – 20 minutes (during this time, two groups will work on the mural for 10 minutes a piece)



Review of assignment and clean-up – 5 minutes



Dismissal 

Day 2:



Review of assignment and rules for hallway behavior – 5 min



Research – 35 minutes (3 groups will complete their work on mural)



Review and clean-up – 5 min

Dismissal

Day 3:

Class presentations

Jessica Framme

Miles Jones Elementary

Grades 3 and 4

Unit 1: Inspirational Fence

Lesson 5:  Exhibition and Class Critique

Concept:  It is important to evaluate your work when finished to judge if it is successful.

VA Art SOL 3.23:  The student will express informed judgments about works of art.

VA Art SOL 4.18:  The student will analyze works of art based on visual properties.

VA English SOL 3.1:  The student will use effective communication skills in group activities.  Listen attentively by making eye contact, facing the speaker, asking questions, and summarizing what is said.

Ask and respond to questions from teachers and other group members.

Explain what has been learned.

VA English SOL 4.1:  The student will use effective oral communication skills in a variety of settings.  Present accurate directions to individual and small groups.

Contribute to group discussions.

Seek ideas and opinions of others.

Use evidence to support opinions.

Use grammatically correct language and specific vocabulary to communicate ideas.

1.
Richmond Public Schools Snapshot


“You have now completed 2 separate art pieces.  You have done inspirational hands with fences individually, and you have also done inspirational hand fences as a group.  Let’s discuss the differences between the two now that both are on view in the school.  How does one exhibition compare to the other?”

2.
Lesson Objectives


The student will participate in class discussion comparing and contrasting the 2 exhibitions.


The student will develop and defend a position as to how successful the mural is in communicating a message

3.
Instructional Focus


This lesson will aim to develop each student’s ability to critically analyze and reflect upon a final work of art done by a group, and compare that to a piece of art that was made independently.  The focus of the teacher will be to guide the students along as they discuss temporary, independent exhibitions of art compared to large public works of art, namely murals.  The students will reflect on the difference between the two exhibition styles.

4. 
Class Discussion


“What do you think?  First let us discuss your independent Inspirational Hands.  Raise your hand, and when I call on you, tell me your opinion of the exhibition we just witnessed of your hands.  What do you think a viewer who didn’t know what you were learning about in class would think when he/she viewed your art work?  


“Lets now discuss the mural.  What was the point of this mural?  Why did we make this mural?  What were we trying to communicate through this mural?  What were we trying to INSPIRE people to do or think about?  Do you think this is a successful mural?  If someone who didn’t know us, were to come into our school and look at the mural that you have created, what do you think that person would think?  How would that person feel by looking at this mural?  How does this mural make you feel?  


“What are the differences between how the first exhibition makes you feel compared to the mural exhibition?  Which exhibition is stronger, which has more of an impact?  How did working together in groups instead of independantly make you feel?  Do you think that we made the school more beautiful by painting this mural?

5. 
Process


Students meet in art room and then line up and ‘tour the gallery’ (the hallway where individual hands are displayed.  They will be instructed to remain quiet and concentrate because they will be asked questions later.  


The teacher will then lead class to mural and students will sit on the floor in front of their mural.  


Teacher will lead a discussion that encourages students to compare and contrast both exhibitions.

6. 
Pacing


1 x 45min class period

